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Summary Weed species that are widespread are 
unlikely to be eradicated, thus control efforts need 
to be based on containment and asset-protection as 
outlined in the Australian Weed Strategy (NRMMC 
2007). Here we discuss the approach used in New 
South Wales (NSW) to protect environmental assets 
(native species, populations and ecological communi-
ties) from widespread weeds.

In NSW, weeds pose the second greatest threat 
to biodiversity after habitat loss (Coutts-Smith and 
Downey 2006). Weed control undertaken for the pro-
tection of such threatened assets requires an adequate 
assessment of (i) the native biodiversity at risk, and 
(ii) the likelihood and feasibility of achieving their 
protection. In addition, the success of these weed 
programs must go beyond the simple measurement of 
area treated to an assessment of an asset/biodiversity 
response. A series of strategic weed management plans 
and tools have been developed for eastern Australia 
to assist with these issues, based on a triage system 
that prioritises the biodiversity at risk and sites for 
control, independent of land tenure. This asset-based 
triage approach has been successfully applied to two 
widely distributed Weeds of National Significance in 
Australia, bitou bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera
subsp. rotundata (DC.) Norl.) and lantana (Lantana
camara L.) (Hamilton et al. 2010). 

The release of the Bitou Bush Threat Abatement 
Plan (TAP) in 2006 established a system for priori-
tising the biodiversity most impacted by bitou bush 
and sites for their protection based on the ability to 
deliver effective control and a positive biodiversity 
response. Whilst the TAP approach has subsequently 
been modified to address the threat of lantana, on a 
national scale, it was not feasible to use this single 
weed species approach to address the 340 significant 
environmental weeds in NSW (Downey et al. 2010). 
To address this issue, a collaborative project was initi-
ated with the 13 Catchment Management Authorities 
(CMAs) in 2007 to identify regional widespread weed 
priorities for biodiversity conservation. This approach 
encompassed multiple widespread weed species at a 
regional scale (Williams et al. 2009). This approach 
has received the support of all levels of government 
in NSW and is supported by a strategic monitoring 
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framework that measures success through improve-
ment in condition of environment assets (Hughes et 
al. 2009). Monitoring to-date has shown this approach 
is effective (Hamilton et al. 2010). 

Results from the regional assessments will be 
supplied to individual CMAs and other stakeholders 
and include priority lists of widespread weed species, 
biodiversity threatened by these weeds and a ranked 
list of sites for control. A series of implementation 
options will be available to tailor management to the 
specific weed threats. 
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