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Summary  Of the three main components commonly 
found in weed risk assessment systems: invasiveness, 
impacts and distribution; the latter arguably con-
tributes the most to uncertainty in the results of the 
assessment. This presentation discusses the types of 
uncertainty introduced to post-border weed risk assess-
ment by the distribution score component. A case study 
of the Victorian Weed Risk Assessment system illus-
trates the effects that this uncertainty has on the utility 
of weed risk assessment for making decisions about 
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weed management priorities. A solution to reduce the 
negative influence of the distribution component is 
suggested. That is, to remove the distribution compo-
nent from the weed risk assessment score and ranking/
risk categorisation process. It is proposed instead to 
restrict the use of distribution data to considerations 
of appropriate weed management approaches, feasibil-
ity of control, and cost:benefit analysis as part of the 
overall weed risk management framework.


