WA NURSERY WINS NATIONAL WEEDS HONOUR

The Western Australian garden nursefgnthorrea’ has been named Australia’s
Most Weed-Wise Nursery in new Awards announced by the Council of Aussiala
Weed Societies (CAWS) after nomination for the méational Award by the Weeds
Society of Western Australia.

Agriculture and Food Minister (WA)E A
Kim Chance presented the inaugure
National Award today to the
Zanthorrea Nursery in Maida Vale.
Mr Chance said Zanthorrea stood o ;'
among nurseries in Australia for its
proactive approach to the problem ¢
environmental weeds that presente(
major threats to native plants,
wildlife and environments.

Alec and Jackie Hooper being presented with their
‘This nursery does not sell plants th, award by Kim Chance, Minister for Agriculture and
have the potential to become seriou Fo0d Minister (WA)

environmental weeds threatening our

native plants, wildlife and environments,” Mr Charsgaid.

Mr Chance said garden escapes were a major envaraiahproblem for Australia. ‘It
comes down to a combination of good public educagiod legislation to discourage
the use of plants that pose an environmental figley escape from gardens. Our
communities also depend on garden nurseries shawsmpnsibility about the plants
they promote and sell,” Mr Chance said.

‘The proprietors of Zanthorrea Nursery, Alec aadkie Hooper, are well known for
their positive attitude towards the environmengwgimg a great commitment on the
issue of invasive alien plants,’ the Minister séithey have an admirable proactive
approach to educating their customers, and buildamgmunity knowledge about the
kind of garden plants that could become environalem¢eds’.

‘They are forward thinkers - refusing to selany high-risk invasive garden plant
species such as lantahaftana camara) and arum lily Zantedeschia aethiopica) for
some years, well before they were banned undee &tgislation,” he said.

‘They also don't offer a range of other populampéasuch as Morning Glory vines
and highly fashionable, but invasive exotic grasbas could escape from gardens to
become invasive environmental weeds.’

The CAWS National Award won by Zanthorrea Nursergpen to nurseries
throughout Australia and New Zealand.
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Report from Guy Preston — a referee for ZanthorreaNursery

[Guy Preston is the National Programme Leader®Working for Water
programme, a +A$120 million per annum programmeatatrol invasive alien plants
in South Africa. They work very closely with thamsery industry, and have agreed
to norms and standards that have seen a massimeededhe breeding or sale of
declared invasives in our country.]

| would like to act as a referee for the nominatiéthe Zanthorrea Nursery in Perth,
Western Australia. | visited the Nursery in NovemBO0O05, and was most impressed
with the commitment of the owners and staff regagdhe issue of invasive alien
plants. They do not sell plant species that ackaded invasives, as might be
expected. They also said that they avoid selliagtp that are known to be invasive
in the area, even if not yet declared as invasiVdgy are therefore willingly
foregoing profit by refusing to stock and sell gkathat they know are a problem,
unlike unscrupulous nurseries.

One would expect that any nursery being nominatethis award would comply
with the above. What | found most impressive whisiting the Nursery was the
knowledge of the owner and staff, the promotioesgecially plants indigenous to
the area, and the level of communication on theeiss invasives for customers. |
have little doubt that they will have had a vergitige influence on those visiting the
Nursery, creating awareness, changing attitudesirdiuencing behaviour. One can
only admire the ethical standards that are clettiterway the Zanthorrea Nursery
approaches its business.

Guy Preston



