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' by T. W, DonsldsonX .

Serrated. Tussock (Nasella trichotoma (Nees) Hack) =
.has only recently been recorded in Viectoria, although it |
"has apparently been present. for -many years as all known R
1nfestations are well .established. . . ‘ Co

: . The first official record at- the National
Herbarlum, Melbourne, of its occurrence in’ Victoria .is .
dated December 19th, 1954, following the submission of a . .
specinien for identification. This specimen had been ... .. -
obtained at’ Broadmeadows, about 8 miles north of the. centre
of Melbourne, from an infestation which covered an area of
about 8 acres. . Parts of this infestation were extremely . -
dense, Whilst on other parts only scattered plants occurred.
A resident in the area stated that, to his knowledge, the .
weed had been there for about 20 years. ;

_ Treatment of this ‘area has now beenc:arrled out -
for several years. T.C.Ae at 1 Ib, per 3 gals.: of water ,;
and dalapon at 1 1b. per 9.gals. of water have been used

with considerable success and. the density of this infest~
ation is now considerably reduced. However, spraying alone_
will not eradicate. this weed as many seedlings appear each
year and during the autumn of this year part of the
infestation was sown to pasture in order to provide-'
competltlon for the developing plants.

Because of its potential dangers and the fact that
it is a troublesome weed in N.S.W., Serrated Tussock was
proclaimed a noxious weed for the whole of Viectoria (except
the metropolitan area) under the Vermin and Noxious Weeds
Act on June 5th, 1957.

For several years the infestation at Broadmeadows -
was the only known area of this weed in Victoria. However,
during October, 1957, a further area was located at Mernda .
about 16 miles north of Melbourne, on grazing country.
During 1959 two further infestations were found north of
Melbourne, one in the township of Greensborough and the
other on grazing country near Whittlesea.
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To.the end of 1959 the only known 1nfestations of
Serrated Tussock in Victoria occurred in a region within
20 miles north to north west of Melbourne.

. Early in 1960 two further infestations were located
in other parts of the State. - In late January plants were
found to be scattered over an area of approximately 100 acres
in the Western District of Victoria near Hamilton. Again
the infestation is on grazing land, although this land is
cultivated: occasionally, and. in this area cultivation and
pasture dmprovement are being employed to- control the tussock.
Landholders stated-that the tussock had been present for: '“ﬂ'
about 25 years and during that time had spread very littles -

The other infestatlon, located during March of this
year, occurs about 16 miles south east of Ballarat on grazing
country, and consists of scattered areas -of plants on several
-propertles. Much of this tussock occurs on steep slopes
running down to the Bungal Creek, anhd the nature of the
country makes ‘control by cultivation impossible. One land—
holder reported that he could remember the tussock being -
present in 1940 but until recently he had been unaware of
its potential dangers. »

At present six 1nfestations of Serrated Tussock
have been positively identified in Victoria.  However, it is
highly probable that -other infestations occur which have. not
been recognised because of the similarity of- this weed to
many other tussock grasses. To bring the dangers of this
weed to the notice of the public an article warning of its
presence in Victoria has been released to the press. Also,
Lands Department inspectors throughout the State have been
issued with pressed specimens &and 1nstructed to be. on the =
watch for this weed. o



