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Weed science is at the cross roads; it can continue to
décline, it can remain at its present low level, or, through
renewed interest, it can achieve due recognition. We feel
that, of necessity, those engaged in weed- research must
endeavour to achieve recognition for the discipline of weed
science. One of the first steps taken to rekindle interest
should be increased activity in the area of education. Weed
science must be given greater emphasis at both college and
university level, as increased interest in this discipline
cannot occur without an adequate supply of trained personnel.
To prepare us to meet an increased demand for food production,
as well as a greater research effort, increased extension
efforts will be required so that the fullest use can be made
of our current knowledge of weed control and of new methods
developed in the future.
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Interest in weed control as a science and as a business
started to develop in Australia in about 1950. As in any new
field, communication between people with some interest in the
field was poor and it was not until the mid 1960s that anything
concrete was done to improve the situation. A meeting was held
at Toowoomba, Queensland, during the 1965 Australian Weeds
Conference where heated discussions took place on the merits
of forming an Australian Weeds Society or several State
societies. The conclusion was that State societies should be
the first step and that a national body could well develop at
a liter time.
The first State society was formed in New South Wales in

1966 followed by Victoria in the same year, South Australia
in 1970 and Queensland in 1975. All societies adopted as
their constitution the document prepared originally by New
South Wales, with only minor modifications, so that all .
societies have the same aims and objectives.
The role of the societies over the past decade his been

chiefly in extension. Membership of societies range from
scientists, technicians, company representatives, spray
contractors, weed enforcement officers to farmers. The
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societies have provided, in several ways, a meeting ground for
these people. The extension activities have included -

1. State weed conferences held in both New South Wales and
Victoria.

2. Seminars and symposia - on specialist subjects, catering
for a small number of members, e.g. weeds of pastures,
weeds of industrial sites.

3 Training courses also on specialist subjects, aimed at
members with specific interests e.g. statistics in weed
experimentation, identification of weed seedlings.

4. Meetings most societies hold regular meetings with
guest speaker and discussion period. These are of
particular value when overseas visitors are in Australia
as it allows all members an opportunity to meet the visitor
and hear his views on weed matters. They are also of
value in allowing members to explain new developments or
problems.

5 Publications - Several types of publication have been
produced to meet the needs of members. As well as normal
proceedings of conferences the New South Wales-society
produces proceedings on special topics, e.g. history of
weed control. In Victoria a recommendation book has been
prepared and has been very well received by members.
Newsletters are produced regularly by most societies.

The new national body representing the combined State societies
will probably not assume any of the extension activities at
present carried out by the State societies. It is envisaged
that it will be more concerned with national policy on weed
matters and will logically be the body to liaise on behalf of
Australia with similar overseas organizations involved with
weeds. It will be the body responsible for arrangements to
host international conferences in Australia as well as for
national conferences from time to time. It may eventually
publish extension literature to disseminate information on
weeds. For example it could well produce a weed control hand-
book for Australian conditions, a training guide for spray
operators, or publish an annual proceedings.
Another main role of the national body will be to coordinate

extension activities between the State societies without
lessening in any way the role of these societies.


