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f) treatment to be carried out effectively, i.e. leave a
bush /es unless treatment could be effective;

g) with containment certain, progressive eradication towards
the centre of infestation would follow.

To remain within the bounds of practicality, the Shire Woods
Inspector visited each holding individually. Orders -to destroy
were then issued individually, on the basis.of a control program
suitable to all concerned.
'Subsequent visits by .the Inspector- ensures continued support.

PROGRESS

The- programs -.have been used. since 1971..- Success to date has
been very encouraging. Landholder cooperation with-the personal,
non- dogmatic and realistic approach has been rewarding. In
fact many have enthused over the results. In some areas,
progressive. eradication to the, centre of infestation has now
begun.

SILVERLEAF NIGHTSHADE - .COMMUNITY ATTITUDES ON CONTAINMENT

D.N. McKenzie
Department of Crown Lands and Survey, Victoria

Silverleaf nightshade, Solanum elaeagnifolium," a summer -
growing perennial weed, currently infests 1800 ha of agricul-
tural land in Victoria. The largest area infested is
approximately 1400 ha on cereal- growing land, near Hopetoun
in the north west of the State.
In late 1974 the Vermin and Noxious Weeds Destruction Board

(V.& N.W.D.B) togetherwith a special sub - committee comprising
five local representatives of the Victorian Farmers Union
(V.F.U.), commenced a control program on the largest infestation.
The aims of the program were to contain the infestation within
its present boundaries, to prevent seeding and to eradicate
small outlying patches of the weed. During the formation of
the program, several public meetings were held in addition to
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the sub committee meetings, and an active role was taken in
each by a member of the V.& N.W.D.B., the local Lands Inspectors,
and by research personnel. Such was the concern of the cereal
growers involved in the program, that all the details outlined
below were readily accepted.

MAIN DETAILS OF THE CONTAINMENT PROGRAM

1. Farm plans were drawn up by the local Lands Inspectors with
the cooperation of the landholders. These plans detailed the
areas of silverleaf nightshade infestation.

2. Metal signs warning of the infestation and forbidding un-
authorized entry were supplied by the V.& N.W.D.B. and were .

attached to all external gates of the properties involved.

3. A zone 3 metres wide surrounding the main infestations was
sprayed with Tordon 50 -D at the expense of the V.& N.W.D.B. to .
contain the infestation. This zone will be increased to 6 metres
in the next season. Maintenance of these weed -free zones is
then the responsibility of the landholder.

4. Control of silverleaf nightshade on roadsides, easements
and adjacent to stock water supply channels was carried out by
the V.& N.W.D.B.'s Lands Inspectors.

5. The V.& N.W.D.B. provided small amounts. of Tordon 50 -D and
2,4 -D ester to landholders depending on the degree of infestation.
In addition, a subsidy was placed on Tordon 50 -D. when it was.

used for silverleaf nightshade control.. These incentives were
arranged under the control of the local Lands Inspectors.

6. Two rotary slashers and a spray unit were supplied for use
in the program. Slashing and the use of 2,4 -D are useful
measures in the prevention of seeding.

7. A volunteer workforce was set up by the V.F.U. sub committee,
to help landholders with control measures such as spraying and
slashing.

8. Publicity for the program was carried out by way of'a field
day attended by 300 landholders, statements to the local press
and through interviews held by the Lands Inspectors.

9. As research has shown that sheep will eat the mature berries
of silverleaf nightshade, and that seed will remain viable
following passage through the digestive tract, consideration
has been given, to the restriction of stock movement from
infested areas. Movement of produce from these areas is also
closely watched to ensure that spread of the weed does not
occur.


