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A key milestone of the Education Program of the Cooperative Research Centre for Weed Management Systems
(CRCWMS) is to introduce training programs for weed managers. An industry mail survey of 650 people from
local and state government departments, agricultural chemical resellers, consultants, farmers, school agriculture
teachers, TAFE lecturers and community group co-ordinators was conducted across southern Australia during
February and March 1997. A response rate of 60% indicated that the majority of people considered weeds to be a
major problem in agricultural and natural ecosystems and that there was a need for co-ordinated training in the
identification and management of weeds.

With this encouragement, the CRCWMS has developed or is developing short courses in the identification and
management of weeds in cropping, pasture and environmental ecosystems.

Using an existing workshop conducted by Michael Moerkerk in Victoria as a base, a Short Course in Agricultural
Weed Identification and Management has been developed and nationally accredited through Murrumbidgee Col-
lege of Agriculture, Yanco NSW. Based on endorsed national competencies, the program is structured as two
independent modules: Identification of Agricultural Weeds; and Weed Management. Details of the content of the
two modules can be found in the paper by Moerkerk et al. in these proceedings.

The short courses are delivered by trained instructors who attend an instructor training course conducted by the
CRCWMS. To date nine instructor courses have been conducted across southern Australia and 120 instructors are
accredited to deliver the courses. Instructors are supported by resources developed by the CRC for the program.

Participants undertaking the workshops include farmers, students and industry personnel across southern Aus-
tralia. On completion of each module, successful participants receive a certificate of completion and a database is
maintained.  If participants complete both the weed identification and management modules they receive a Certifi-
cate of Accreditation in Agricultural Weed Identification and Management from Murrumbidgee College of Agri-
culture. The short courses are available in most agricultural regions in southern Australia and have been incorpo-
rated into tertiary and vocational education courses.

A short course in identification and management of pasture weeds has been developed and conducted by Ursula
Taylor and Dr Brian Sindel at the University of New England. This workshop, based on discussions and practical
exercises in the laboratory and field, is again supported by resources developed for the program. Plans are in hand
to extend these workshops to other areas. Accreditation and certificates are consistent with the Agricultural Weed
Identification and Management program.

A need for short courses in weed management in natural ecosystems has been identified. Support resources are in
preparation by Kate Blood of the Keith Turnbull Research Institute at Frankston, and planning for a series of
workshops conducted by selected and trained presenters is underway.




