Fifteenth Australian Weeds Conference

National training for grains advisers on integrated weed management
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Summary Weeds cost the Australian economy an
estimated $4 billion per annum (Sinden et al. 2004).
Efficacious low cost herbicides make weed manage-
ment relatively easy. However, herbicide resistance is
now common in many broad acre cropping systems. In
Western Australia, some 90% of arable land has annual
ryegrass (Lolium rigidum) with resistance to Group A
(ACCase inhibitor) and/or Group B (ALS inhibitor)
mode of action herbicides (Owen et al. 2005).

There is significant need to implement a more
diverse range of integrated weed management (IWM)
tactics than currently practised. Most grain growers
seek advice on weed management from an agronomist
—many of whom have expressed an interest in improv-
ing their skill base in IWM.

While appreciable scientific resources, informa-
tion and knowledge in IWM were available, informa-
tion dissemination to advisers was often focused more
at awareness than skills development. To address this
problem, a training program for advisers was devel-
oped by Independent Consultants Australia Network
Pty Limited (ICAN) in collaboration with the Coop-
erative Research Centre for Australian Weed Manage-
ment (Weeds CRC) and with support from the Grains
Research Development Corporation (GRDC).

A key output is the development of a training
course tailored to the needs of agronomists. To date,
211 advisers have been trained in the 14 workshops
conducted between September 2005 and April 2006.
The course is mapped to two national units of com-
petency from the Rural Production Training Package.
These are (RTC5801A) ‘Provide specialist advice to
clients’ and (RTES006A) ‘Plan and manage long-term
weed, pest and/or disease control in crops’. Successful
completion of assessments leads to a credit of two units
at diploma standard from Tocal Agricultural College.

In 2006, commercial sponsorship was obtained
that enabled course fees to be reduced for many par-
ticipants. More workshops are planned for spring 2006
and into 2007 and 2008.

Another key project outcome has been the 350+
page IWM reference manual developed by the Weeds
CRC. This manual represents a referenced literature
review of over ten years of research on IWM tactics.

428

While a draft version has been used in training to date,

it has already been hailed as a world class document

that will serve as a practical reference for grains advis-
ers for years to come.

CRC weeds specialists have participated in train-
ing delivery at all workshops. This input combined
with the significant experience held by participating
advisers, has ensured that the course is at the cutting
edge and tailored to regional needs. Involvement of
the Weeds CRC helps maintain this edge whilst ena-
bling efficient program coordination and delivery and
containing course costs.

Participants have indicated that as a result of
workshop participation, their contact with growers
on IWM is more frequent and of longer duration than
previously. Many intend running Ryegrass Integrated
Management (RIM) workshops with clients. A sur-
vey is intended for late 2006 to measure the impact
that workshop participation has had on the nature,
frequency and duration of interaction with clients on
IWM and related topics.

With most workshop participants already tertiary
trained professionals working as weeds advisers, they
were seen as a no-nonsense, pragmatic and potentially
difficult to please audience. Workshop attendees were
asked to rate the overall value of the workshop and 99%
indicated that the workshop has met or exceeded their
expectations, with most rating it as 5 out of 5 where
5 =excellent. The quality of course materials, present-
ers and interaction between participants were seen as
key elements of success.
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