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I am a first-year PhD student at La Trobe University, and I am very thankful to the Council of 

Australasian Weed Societies (CAWS) for providing me with the “Student Travel Award” to 

attend and present my research at the 23rd Australasian Weeds Conference in Brisbane, 

Australia. The conference was held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre from the 

25th to 29th of August 2024, and the conference theme was Breaking the Cycle: Towards 

Sustainable Weed Management. 

The first day (25th August) was just the welcoming session; the actual opening and welcome to 

the country took place on 26th of August. After that, Dr. Gabrielle Vivian-Smith and Prof. 

Deirdre Lemerle gave keynote addresses, and then morning tea, exhibition, and poster viewing 

started. During this time, different stalls were presented by industry professionals, and more 

than 50 posters were presented by students and researchers, which was a great source of 

information and innovative ideas for me and others. I also presented my poster entitled 

“Managing problematic weeds in Australian cropping systems in a changing climate” which 

was based on my preliminary PhD research findings. I was pleased to see so much attention 

and positive feedback and appreciation from prominent researchers, PhD students, and industry 

professionals. 

During the "Speed Poster Presentations" session, I orally presented my poster in three minutes 

with only one slide. It was my first 3MP presentation, and I did well. After the session, my PhD 

supervisor, top weed scientists, and many students praised my talk. In addition to my talk, I 

attended more than 20 presentations and 7 keynotes, which greatly expanded my knowledge 

and understanding towards weed ecology, weed management, and herbicide resistance. 

More than 350 people from weed science background were there, and I used that time 

efficiently to meet with great names in weed science. I met and discussed my research with 

some of the most recognized weed scientists, including Drs. Catherine Borger, Steve Adkins, 

Christopher Preston, Peter Boutsalis, Bhagirath Chauhan and Gulshan Mahajan. Interaction 

with these scientists provided me with some new ideas and future research directions. Apart 

from them, I met with some young scientists, including Arslan Peerzada, Asad Shabbir, and 

Muhammad Nawaz, as well as many PhD students and industry experts, to share knowledge 

and make networks. The conference dinner was also fantastic, with a great venue and delicious 



food. During the conference dinner, I was officially awarded with the “Student Travel Award” 

certificate and here again appreciated by the many attendees. 

The final day of the conference consisted of field tours, and I chose the "Western Tour." First, 

we went to Laidley Farm, where the farm manager demonstrated weeds in the onion and carrot 

fields. After that, we went to Mulgowie Farms to see different farming practices, and then to 

the University of Queensland - Gatton Campus, where Dr. Vic Galea demonstrated 

bioherbicide capsules and their injection process in various weeds. It was a fantastic field trip 

because of the beautiful scenery, interesting locations, and great company. 

Overall, this was an excellent event where I learned a lot from others and developed valuable 

networks for future collaboration in weed science. Finally, I would like to thank La Trobe 

University and my PhD advisor and mentor, Dr. Ali Bajwa, for his kind guidance and 

conference registration and poster printing costs that were not covered by the CAWS student 

travel award. 

 

 


